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The Historic End of 

–––––––––––––––––––––––  

the Knights of Malta 

––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 

 

In the aftermath of the 

French Revolution 

economic ruin made it 

impossible for the Order 

to maintain its 

international navy and 

infrastructure.  

 



 

The Order's sovereign, 

Prince Grand Master 

Ferdinand von Hompesch, 

felt he had no choice but 

to face the reality of the 

new world order that had 

emerged and he decided, in 

1798, to dissolve his 

sovereign government and 

surrender Malta to 

Napoleon without a single 

shot being fired.  

 



 

As one can imagine, this 

decision (to disband the 

Hospital after seven 

centuries!) was, however 

pragmatic, a most 

devastating one which 

took its toll on the Prince 

von Hompech who never 

recovered from it. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 The New Replicant  

––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Orders 

–––––––– 

 

On the dissolution of 

their Order, the 

Hospitaler knights 

scattered throughout 

Europe, many returning to 

their home counties and 

kingdoms. Soon after, new 

replicant groups began to 

emerge.  



 

The most famous example 

was to become the new 

Russian Order which was 

formed when a high-

ranking group of ex-

Hospital members sought 

the protection of the Czar 

and moved to Russia. They 

established a new Russian 

Orthodox Order, in St. 

Petersburg, with Czar 

Paul I of Russia as their 

Sovereign Grand Master. 



 

 

 



  Knights of Russia 

       ––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

The court at St. 

Petersburg must have 

seemed remote for many of 

the western European 

knights. However, the new 

order began to prosper 

and soon there were over 

250 Russian knights. The 

Czar became Royal 

Protector of the Russian 

Order in perpetuity.  



 

This office of Hereditary 

Protector of the Russian 

Order of the Hospital was 

assumed for himself and 

for all his descendents.  

 

Paul I was subsequently 

elected Grand Master and 

he installed the 

government of the Russian 

Order in the Worontzoff 

Palace in St. Petersburg.  

 



Paul admitted ladies into 

the Order including 

members of the Royal 

family and Lord Nelson's 

Lady Hamilton.  

 



 

He also established 

hereditary commanderies 

or branches which 

increased the opportunity 

for future replicant 

groups to emerge. 

 



 

 

After Paul I's 

assassination in 1801, all 

subsequent Russian Czars 

became hereditary Grand 

Masters of the Russian 



Order. They were, of 

course, Alexander I, 

Nicholas I, Alexander II, 

Alexander III, and 

Nicholas II.  

 

Czar Alexander I 

inherited, from his father, 

Paul I, the complicated 

political problems of the 

Order.  

 

His personal involvement 

in attempting to reach an 



accord among all the 

scattering replicant 

Hospitaler groups that 

were emerging has been 

well documented by noted 

historians of the orders 

such as Harrison Smith, de 

Taube and Michel de 

Pierredon. 

 

Alexander I's successor, 

Nicholas I, restored the 

Russian Order's two 

Catholic and Orthodox 



chapels in the Order's 

palace at St. Petersburg. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Czar Alexander II is often 

seen in photographs 



wearing his insignia as 

Grand Master.  

 

His crown as Sovereign of 

the Russian Order (the 

one made for Paul I) was 

displayed in his funeral 

cortege.  

 

During his reign as Grand 

Master, Alexander II 

elevated Prince Alexander 

Vassilievitch Troubetzkoy 

to the rank of Hereditary 



Commander at a ceremony 

on 19 October, 1867. 

 

Following his 

predecessors involvement 

with the Russian Order, 

Nicholas II honoured 

various members of his 

family, including the 

Empress Alexandra and 

the Grand Dukes Serge 

and Paul, with the high 

decorations of Bailiff 

Grand Cross.  



 

Czar Nicholas also gave 

officers graduating from 

the Imperial Military 

Academy, now situated in 

the Russian Order's 

palace, the right to wear 

the famous eight-pointed 

Maltese Cross on a round 

gold plaque. 

 



 

 



Nicholas II wearing the 

Maltese Cross as Royal 

Protector of the Order 

 

 

 

 



On 17 July 1918, under 

Lenin’s orders, Czar 

Nicholas II and his wife 

and children were all 

murdered at Yekaterinburg 

in Central Russia.  

 

With the Russian 

Revolution and the end of 

the Russian Monarchy the 

Grand Mastership of the 

Czars ended. The Order 

ceased to function in 

Russia and was carried off 



to Paris and New York by 

the Russian Knights of the 

Royal Family and the 

Hereditary Commanders in 

the Russian Nobility who 

fled the Russian 

Revolution. 

 

In Paris, on 31 July 1950, 

the direct descendent of 

Czar Paul I, Grand Duke 

Andrei Vladimirovitch 



Romanoff confirmed his 

title of Royal Protector 

of the Russian Order. 
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