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Folio VIII: 
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  In 1998 it was 

200 years since the last 

Prince Grand Master of 

the Hospital dissolved 

the original order on 

Malta.  



 

Over the last 200 years 

replicant orders have 

flourished around the 

world.  

 

In addition to the Russian 

Order, there still is the 

British Order, with Queen 

Elizabeth II as Sovereign 

of the Order, and well 

known for its St. John 

Ambulance Brigade.  

 



 

 

 

The Duke of Gloucester 

has been Grand Prior of 

the British Order of St 

John since 1974 and 



below installs the 

President of South Africa, 

Thabo Mbeki, as a Knight 

of the British Order of St 

John in 2007. 

 

 

 

 



There is also the Papal 

Order in Rome (also known 

as the Sovereign Military 

Order of Malta, SMOM) 

under Grand Master, Frà 

Giacomo Dalla Torre, with 

its hospitals in several 

countries. 

 



 

 

There are also copies of 

the Order in Europe - in 

Spain, in the Netherlands, 

in Germany, in Denmark 

and elsewhere.  

 

 



 

It is usually their reigning 

sovereign who is head of 

each country's 

establishment of their 

Order.  

 

All these replicant 

Orders do much to foster 

leadership development 

and voluntary charitable 

works for the sick and the 

poor. 

 



Knights of the School 

     –––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Today, the newest of the 

replicant orders to adopt 

this ideal is the Order of 

the School of Chivalry, 

the Knights Scholar. 

 

 



 

 

Thus, established as a 

traditional order of 

chivalry but with the New 

Rule, the School follows 

in the 900-year tradition 

of their ancient brothers 

and sisters.  

 

At one point in its history 

the ancient Order of the 

Hospital was also known 

as The Religion.  



 



As a European Order the 

Hospital’s religion was 

one version or another of 

the Christian religion.  

 

It was at first 

predominantly Roman 

Catholic and then later, 

as European history 

evolved, the Order 

reflected that history by 

diversifying into 

Protestant and Russian 

Orthodox variations.  



 

While the Order of the 

School greatly respects 

and honours the rich 

culture of the ancient 

Christian Tradition of 

brotherly love, from which 

it draws down its chivalric 

memes, the Order has 

today no religious, 

ideological or political 

affiliations of its own 

whatsoever. 

  



 
Caravaggio.     

Portrait of Hospital Grand Master  
Alof de Wignacourt. 

c.1607-1608. Oil on canvas.  
The Louvre, Paris, France. 



 
 



 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS:  

 
go to Folio IX 

 
http://schoolofthinking.org/the-ten-folios-of-the-school/ 

 


