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Folio III: 
 

How it all 
began. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Crusades  
———––——–––– 
 
Western chivalric orders 
rose to prominence in 
1099, during the 
Crusades, which were 
started by Godfrey de 
Bouillon.  
 
Godfrey, played by Liam 
Neeson, was the star of 
the movie, Kingdom of 
Heaven, we saw in Vol I.  
 
Born around 1060 AD, 
Godfrey was a French 
nobleman, the second son 
of Count Eustace of 
Boulogne. 



 
 

 
 
As Duke of Lower 
Lorraine and leader of 
the First Crusade it was 
Godfrey who captured 
Christian Europe's 
imagination with his daring 
chivalric enterprise of 
rescuing Jerusalem. 



  
Godfrey and his army of 
Christian knights entered 
Jerusalem, in victory, in 
1099. Such a feat would 
not be equalled by a 
Christian general for 
eight centuries, until 
1917, when General 
Edmund Allenby entered 
Jerusalem with his army 
of British troops. 
 



 
 

Knights of Jerusalem 
     ––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
Duke Godfrey was a 
courageous and astute 
nobleman, a born leader 
and a master of strategy.  
 
One of his strengths on 
crusade, and as ruler of 



Jerusalem, lay in the 
loyalty of his sizeable 
military household.  
 
By 1120, he had 
inaugurated a number of 
highly specialized military 
leadership groups.  
 
These groups were called 
Orders of Chivalry, the 
two most famous survived 
to become independent 
Western world powers in 
their own right: 
 
- The Hospital, The Order 
of Knights Hospitaler. 
- The Temple, The Order of 
Knights Templar. 
 



 
 
The most famous of these 
Christian Knights of 
Jerusalem was the Order 
of The Hospital, which 
became the oldest and 
most illustrious order of 
chivalry the world has 
ever known, surviving on 
up to 1798. 
 



 
The knights chose as their 
patron a figure seen by 
many people to be one of 
the greatest leaders in 
history.  
 
They chose Jesus of 
Nazareth's older cousin, 
John the Baptist. Jesus 
himself was one of those 
people who so much 
admired John.  



 
In the Christian stories, 
Jesus is very specific on 
the subject. Jesus is 
quoted as saying, "I'm 
telling you, no one born 
of a woman is greater 
than John" (Matthew 
11:11 and Luke 7:28).  
 
 
Biblical scholar, Prof 
David Catchpole is Head 
of the Department of 
Theology at the 
University of Exeter.  
 
He says of this amazing 
quote from the Christian 
gospels,  
 



"(it is) truly astonishing. 
Jesus surveys the whole 
of human history and 
declares that at no time 
has anyone been appointed 
by God to a more 
significant mission than 
that of John!" 
 



 
 

Piero della Francesca’s  
The Baptism of Christ by John 



 
The members of the 
Hospital then divided 
themselves into three 
classes - knights and 
their esquires, chaplains, 
and serving brothers and 
sisters.  
 

 



 
The knights and esquires 
(trainee knights) were all 
Christian soldiers who 
were usually nobles from 
the greatest European 
families.  
 
The chaplains were clergy 
who were assigned to 
religious duties.  
 

 



The brothers and sisters 
were volunteers of 
honourable origin and 
could either be soldiers 
or nurses in the hospitals 
of the Order. 
 

 



Candidates for 
knighthood had to 
produce 'proof of 
nobility'. That is, to be of 
noble name and lineage.  
 
Today, members of the 
Order of the School's 
highest grades - Knights 
and Dames of Justice - 
must still produce 
heraldic evidence of their 
'right to bear arms'.  
 
Others who can produce 
sufficient evidence of 
meritorious conduct, 
chivalric training or 
service to others may be 
created Knights and 
Dames of Honour and 
Merit. 



 
Although the Order of 
the Hospital was one of 
the world's oldest 
arbiters of nobility it 
maintained that to be 
noble implied not merely a 
demeanour of hauteur but 
rather, a generous sense 
of noblesse oblige. 
 

 



The Rule of Chivalry 
–––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
The cultural DNA of the 
Hospital was known as 
the Rule of the Order:   
 
'To Serve, as Our Lords, 

the Sick and Poor'. 
 
It was this idea, describing 
a mix of service along with 
humility, that suffused 
the Order.  
 
This was the 
quintessential 
contribution that its 
aristocratic members 
passed on down through 
the ages.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

'To Serve,  
as Our Lords,  

the Sick and Poor' 
 

 
This is the ancient 
Rule of Chivalry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The new Order of the 
School has chosen as its 
patron, Saint Joseph of 
Nazareth. Although he 
was not a Christian he 
was a great teacher. 
 
While respecting the 
Christian tradition the 
School has no religious, 
philosophical or political 
affiliation of any kind and 
is open to all who qualify. 

 



 

 The School 
      ––––––––––––– 
 
The Order of Knights 
Scholar. 
 
Amongst the modern 
replicant chivalric orders 
only those groups that 
have replicated the 
original Rule of the 
Hospital - To Serve, as 
Our Lords, the Sick and 
Poor - can credibly claim 
to follow in the 
traditions of the original 
Order. 
 
 



The Order of the School 
of Chivalry was founded 
in New York in 1998 on 
the 200th anniversary of 
the demise of the original 
Order of the Hospital of 
Saint John.  
 
Membership in the Order 
of the School is by 
personal invitation from 
the Master of the School.  
 
Over the past 200 years, 
the newer replicant 
orders have flourished 
into many branches or 
priories which are 
spreading the meme of 
chivalric service around 
the world.  
 



 HM Elizabeth II, 
Sovereign of the Venerable Order of St 
John. 
 
An shining example of a 
replicant order is the 
Venerable Order (Royal 
British order) which is 
open to all British 
subjects regardless of 
sex, race or religion and 
by invitation from the 
British Sovereign. 



 

 
Fra’ Giacomo Dalla Torre, Prince Grand 
Master of SMOM with HH Pope Francis 

 
 
Also, membership in the 
Papal Order (SMOM) based 
in Rome is for Roman 
Catholics of noble birth 
or those Catholics of 
great wealth and power 
who can make significant 
financial contributions to 
the church.  



 
 
Both these replicant 
orders are well-renowned 
for their hospitaler 
works and both orders 
have established their 
modern hospitals in 
Jerusalem. 
  
notwithstanding the 
exigencies of their 
different political and 
religious affiliations, 
both remain authentic 
examples of replicant 
orders which seek to 
follow the tradition of 
the original Order of the 
Hospital. 
 
 



On getting a Title 
––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
It is, of course, a well-
known fact of history 
that the sale of titles of 
nobility and chivalry is an 
age old fund-raising 
practise that has been 
used by popes and princes 
since the inception of the 
original order in 1099.  
 
Even today titles, like 
anything else, can still be 
bought and sold. 
 
Indeed, most of the 
original crusading knights 
paid 'passage fees' to 
become members of the 
order. 



Whether a title is 
acquired as a gift or for a 
fee is really not the 
point. It is irrelevant.  
 
What is important is the 
effect that the title has 
on the person who wears 
it.  
 
It is the position of the 
School of Chivalry that a 
title's legitimacy, 
regardless of its 
acquisition, rests on the 
owner's personal code of 
conduct.  
 
If its owner follows the 
Rule of the Order, then 
that person bestows 
legitimacy on their title. 



If they do not follow the 
Rule of the Order, their 
title is worthless.  
 
Parchment titles aside, 
true nobility can only be 
bestowed on the individual 
by himself or herself. 
 
 
From Warrior  
–––––––––––––––– 
to Gentleman 
–––––––––––––––– 
 
Over the past 400 years 
we have seen the gradual 
evolution of chivalry from 
the aristocratic warrior 
to the philanthropic 
gentleman—from Deus 
vult! to noblesse oblige. 



 
Over this historical 
period we have seen that 
the changing educational 
and social conditions, the 
requirements of state and 
the conduct of war have 
left many of the original 
chivalric impulses 
redundant.  
 
Just as the full plate of 
armour became 
increasingly extinct so did 
the paraphernalia of 
crusading.  
 
Popes today do not 
summon crusades against 
Islam.  
 
 



 
And, today’s knights are 
both men and women. 
 
 

 
 



 
Knights and  
–––––––––––––– 
Dames Scholar 
–––––––––––––––––– 
 
So what do we have left 
from this remarkable 
period of our cultural 
evolution that is still of 
value?  
 
What we have left is the 
meme of chivalry! A 
tradition of service to 
others. 
 
And, in the case of the 
Hospitalers, the 900-year 
tradition of service to the 
sick and poor. 
 



 
• Today, following in that 
tradition, Knights and 
Dames Scholar are men 
and women of all 
religions, races and 
creeds.  
 
• There are no fees. 
Membership is a gift of the 
Order and is by invitation 
from the Master of the 
School.  
 
• The Knights Scholar is a 
teaching and training 
order of chivalry with no 
religious or political 
connections whatsoever.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
• The new Rule of the 
Order of the Knights of 
the School of Chivalry is 
a very close derivation of 
the original Order of the 
Hospital and is:   
 

To Teach, as Our Lords, 
the Sick and Poor 

 
 



 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS:  

 
go to Folio IV 

and proceed your reading 
through to Folio X … 

 
http://schoolofthinking.org/the-ten-folios-of-the-school/ 

 


