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 In Jerusalem, at 
that time, the Hospital 
was taken under the 
personal protection of 
Godfrey's younger 
brother, Baldwin I, the 
first King of Jerusalem.  
 
The king appointed one 
of his closest 
companions to lead the 
Order and establish it 
as a specialized military 
leadership order.  
 
 
 



And so, in 1118, 
Raymond du Puy, a 
French nobleman of the 
Languedoc, who served 
with King Baldwin as a 
member of his war 
council, became the first 
Master of the Hospital. 
 

 



Master Raymond du Puy 
built the Hospital into 
one of the most 
formidable military 
forces in the Holy Land.  
 

 
In addition to the 
military protection of 
pilgrims provided by the 
Order, the knights 
established their famous 
hospital in Jerusalem. 



 

 
 
 



The devotion of their 
voluntary care of the 
pilgrims and of the sick 
added much to their 
growing fame.  
 
It was Master Raymond 
de Puy who established 
the original Rule of the 
Order:  
 
To Serve, as Our Lords, 
the Sick and the Poor. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
For the following two 
centuries the kings of 
Jerusalem relied heavily 
on the services of both 
the Hospital and the 
Temple.  
 
Godfrey and his brother 
Baldwin I, King of 
Jerusalem, both gave 
significant gifts of land 
and money to the 
Hospitaler Knights of 
Saint John.  
 



 
 

King Baldwin I of Jerusalem 

 
 



 
The Hospital, while 
acquiring martial 
functions and 
responsibilities, never 
lost its duty of care for 
the infirm and the sick, 
mostly pilgrims and 
visiting crusaders.  

 
 

 
 



 
By 1113, the Hospital 
was recognized by Pope 
Paschal II. 
 

 



The Temple (the Order of 
the Temple of Solomon) 
inaugurated in 1120, 
also began as a 
fraternity whose mission 
was to guard and 
protect the pilgrims on 
their route from Jaffa 
to Jerusalem. 

 
Returning crusaders 
and pilgrims told of the 
deeds of both orders of 
knights.  
 
Their stories spread the 
word about the debt 
Christendom owed the 
Hospitalers for their 
ministrations to the sick 
and the destitute.  
 



Soon, lavish 
endowments and 
bequests began to come 
their way both in Europe 
and the Holy Land.  
 

 
 

This began a tradition of 
voluntary donations to 
the Hospital which was 
to be followed over the 
years by many rich 
ecclesiastics, popes, 
kings and nobility. 
 



 
 
 

 

 
Soon the Hospitalers 
found themselves in 
possession of estates in 
Italy, Spain, Portugal 
and Germany.  
 



 
 
By 1259, Pope 
Alexander IV was moved 
to flatter the 
Hospitalers by such 
superlatives that he 
addressed them as ‘a 
princely race’ … 



 
 
 
"the immovable pillar of 
the Church for the 
defence of the Holy 
Land, of which you are 
the renowned and 
stalwart champions, and 
the chosen protectors 
... you are the elect 
people of God and a 
princely race". 
 

 
Master Raymond du Puy 
died in 1160, in his 
eighties, after having 
ruled the Order for 
forty years.  
 



He had built the Order 
into one of the richest, 
noblest and most 
powerful institutions in 
the world.  
 
Not the least of his 
legacies was the Great 
Hospital of the Order in 
Jerusalem.  
 
It was a vast structure, 
70 metres long by 36 
metres wide with arches 
6 metres high 
supporting the roof.  
 
A huge hospital, by any 
standards, it contained 
beds for 2000 patients. 
 



Next to the hospital was 
the Order's hospice for 
female pilgrims run by 
the Sisters of Saint 
John.  
 
From its earliest days 
the Order always 
admitted women to its 
ranks.  
 
The sisters garb was a 
red habit bearing the 
eight-pointed white 
cross, the monks wore a 
black habit bearing the 
same cross.  
For the nuns, as also 
for the monks, admission 
to the higher ranks of 
the Order required 
proof of nobility. 



 

 
 
 



 
Today, two of the 
neutral hospital 
symbols recognised by 
the Geneva Convention 
in time of war are the 
white eight-pointed 
Maltese Cross and the 
Red Cross.  
 
both symbols are from 
the early crusading 
Orders. 
 

    
 
 
 
 



"The practical value of 
Nobility is illustrated in 
the fact that the only 
international 
association which has 
ever been a solid 
political influence for 
good is the military 
Hospital of Jerusalem, 
wherein, during six 
centuries, noblemen of 
all nations united to 
save Europe. To this aim 
they voluntarily 
devoted their wealth, 
their liberty and their 
lives."  
- The Patriot, London, 1931 
 
 

 



 
When the Muslims 
recaptured Jerusalem in 
1187, the two principal 
crusading orders - the 
Hospital and the Temple 
- withdrew.  
 
The Hospitalers removed 
their headquarters from 
Jerusalem, first to 
Margat, then in 1197 to 
their great hospital 
fortress in Acre (which 
still stands today and 
is a major tourist 
attraction in Israel).  
 
When the crusader 
principalities came to an 
end after the bloody 
fall of Acre in 1291,  



the Hospitalers made 
their exit from the Holy 
Land withdrawing to the 
commandery in Cyprus. 
 
The Order's base at the 
port of Limassol was 
called the Commandery 
of Kolossi Castle and 
had been established 
for many years.  
 
The Hospitalers at 
Kolossi Castle had long 
been famous for a 
delicious fortified wine 
called "Commanderia St 
John" which they made 
from the vines at 
Kolossi Castle and 
exported to Europe. 
 



Today this wine is still 
exported from Cyprus to 
wine cellars around the 
world. 
 

    
 
 
Australian historian of 
the Venerable Order of 
St John, Ian Howie-
Willis, described the 
knights' final departure 
from the Holy Land in 
his book A Century for 
St. John in Australia 
1883 - 1983: 
 



 
"When the Master, John 
de Villiers, and his six 
remaining knights sailed 
away from Acre, leaving 
behind them the 
numerous corpses of 
their brethren and the 
total annihilation of all 
they had lived and died 
for, they headed for 
Cyprus, about 260 
kilometres to the north-
west.  
 
Their Order, of course, 
had not lost everything, 
for in the nations of 
Europe it was now a 
major feudal 
landholder; its Priors 
and senior knights often 



held high state offices 
in addition to their 
duties within the Order; 
they were at once 
ecclesiastical and 
secular princes.  
 
having both spiritual 
and territorial domains 
to superintend. In short 
the Order had become 
and would continue to 
be an institution 
comprising one of the 
major bulwarks of the 
feudal system. Although 
it might have lost its 
original raison d'etre 
through being expelled 
from the Holy Land, it 
had in the meantime 
found other 



preoccupations to 
sustain it elsewhere.  
 
The fugitive Master did 
not therefore flee to 
Cyprus as a mere 
refugee; rather, he was 
more like a chairman of 
directors of a multi-
national corporation in 
search of a new head 
office." 

 



The Sad End  
–––––––––––––– 
of the Temple 
–––––––––––––––– 
 
By 1306 the two 
original crusading 
Orders, the Templars 
and the Hospitalers, 
were planning a 
strategic amalgamation 
into a single order to be 
called 'the Knights of 
Jerusalem' under the 
leadership of Foulques 
de Villaret.  
 

 



The purpose was to 
combine forces and 
mount another crusade, 
at the request of Pope 
Clement V. 
 
What followed has 
become one of the most 
infamous acts of 
treachery ever recorded 
in military history.  
 
On June 6, 1306 
Clement wrote to the 
two Masters of the 
Temple and the Hospital 
saying, "We wish to 
consult you about a 
crusade with the kings 
of Cyprus and Armenia."  
 
 



 
So, as they had done for 
over 200 years at the 
cost of many thousands 
of their brethren, the 
orders responded 
favourably to any 
request by the pope to 
go to war in defence of 
the church. 
 
After a year of 
preparations, the Temple 
Master, Jacques de 
Molay, arrived at the 
papal court with sixty 
knights and 150,000 
gold sovereigns to begin 
plans with Pope Clement 
for his 'crusade'.  
 
 



 
 
They were never to fight 
for the church again but 
instead were ambushed 
by the pope, their gold 
confiscated and were 
thrown into Clement's 
dungeons.  
 
That same night, 
Thursday, October 12, 
1307, in a carefully 
planned campaign all 
over France, members of 
the Order were 
ambushed in their 
commanderies and 
arrested.  
 
 
 



By the morning of 
Friday, 13 October, over 
15,000 members of the 
Templar order had been 
incarcerated.  
 
The knights who had 
fought and died for 
Christ for 200 years 
now found themselves 
being accused of idol 
worship and spitting on 
the cross.  
 
Accusations of 'heresy' 
had long since been the 
pope's standard charge 
when he wanted to get 
rid of someone or 
confiscate their wealth.  
 



Few ever dreamt that 
these would be used 
against his most faithful 
servants. 
 

 



Many books have been 
written about the 
destruction of the 
Templars. Catholic 
historian of the military 
orders, Desmond 
Seward, has written in 
The Monks of War 
(Penguin. 1995. UK): 
 
"Denials of Christ, idol 
worship, spitting on the 
cross and homosexuality 
were the stock-in-trade 
accusations of heresy 
trials.  
 
The French Inquisition, 
staffed by Dominicans, 
'Hounds of the Lord', 
was expert at extracting 
'confessions'.  



Most Templars, 
unlettered soldiers, 
faced cross-examining 
lawyers and torture 
chambers whose 
instruments included 
the thumbscrew, the 
rack to disclocate limbs. 
 
Men were spreadeagled 
and crushed by lead 
weights or filled with 
water through a funnel 
till they suffocated. 
There was also 'burning 
in the feet'. The most 
excruciating torments 
were wedges hammered 
under fingernails, teeth 
wrenched out and 
exposed nerves prodded. 
 



 
 
The Templars might have 
resisted any torment by 
Moslems but now, 
weakened by confinement 
in damp, filthy cells and 
systematic starvation, 
they despaired when the 
torture was inflicted by 
fellow Christians.  
 
Perhaps the Templars' 
ultimate mental anguish 
was spiritual - it must 
have seemed as if God 
Himself had died and 
many brethren finally 
went mad." 
 
 



It is hard for the 
modern mind to 
comprehend the scale of 
this betrayal.  

 
In March 1312, Pope 
Clement V finally 
pronounced the Poor 
Knights of the Temple of 
Solomon to be guilty of 
all charges laid against 
them.  



His Papal Bull Vox in 
excelsio declared that 
the order was dissolved. 
The pope explained that 
although canonically 
the Templars could not 
be convicted on the 
evidence, he on the 
other hand was quite 
convinced of their guilt 
and condemned them on 
his papal prerogative. 

 



On the morning of 
March 15, 1314, the 
Grand Master of the 
Temple, Jacques de 
Molay, and his brother-
in-arms Geoffroy de 
Charnay, Preceptor of 
Normandy, were roasted 
alive over a slow 
charcoal fire on an 
island in the Seine. 

 



Parisians watched in 
tears as the last of the 
Templars shouted their 
innocence through the 
flames.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
A legend grew up that 
Grand Master Molay, as 
he died burning, 
summoned Pope Clement 
to come before God for 
judgment.  
 
As it turned out, the 
pope was dead within a 
month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Myth of the 
Templars. Many authors 
are inspired by the 
Templars and their role 
in the crusades.  
 
The story of the 
Templars continues to 
feature in best-sellers 
like Baigent, Lincoln and 
Leigh’s Holy Blood Holy 
Grail and the worldwide 
best-selling The Da Vinci 
Code by Dan Brown. 

   



 
The Templars, 
––––––––––––––––  
the Hospitalers 
––––––––––––––––––– 
and the Crusades 
––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
Beyond these popular 
stories and for a 
recognised scholarly 
account, the great work, 
God's War, by Oxford 
Don, Christopher 
Tyerman, places the 
historical story of the 
Templars and the 
Hospitalers in a 
sweeping new vision of 
the Crusades. 
 
 



 
From 1096 to 1500, 
European Christians 
fought to recreate the 
Middle East, Muslim 
Spain, and the pagan 
Baltic in the image of 
their God.  
 
The Crusades are both 
the most familiar and 
most misunderstood 
phenomena of the 
medieval world, and here 
Christopher Tyerman 
seeks to recreate, from 
the ground up, the 
centuries of violence 
committed as an act of 
religious devotion. 
 



The result is a stunning 
reinterpretation of the 
Crusades, revealed as 
both bloody political 
acts and a manifestation 
of a growing Christian 
communal identity.  
Tyerman uncovers a 
system of belief bound 
by aggression, paranoia, 
and wishful thinking, 
and a culture founded 
on war as an expression 
of worship, social 
discipline, and Christian 
charity. 
 
This astonishing 
narrative stars great 
legends--Saladin, 
Richard the Lionheart 
and Philip Augustus.  



 
But Tyerman also delves 
beyond these leaders to 
examine the thousands 
and thousands of 
Christian men--from 
Knights to mercenaries 
to peasants--who, in the 
name of their Saviour, 
abandoned their homes 
to conquer distant and 
alien lands.  
 
as well as the 
countless people who 
defended their soil and 
eventually turned these 
invaders back.  
 
 
 
 



 
With bold analysis, 
Tyerman explicates the 
contradictory mix of 
genuine piety, military 
ferocity, and sheer 
greed that motivated 
generations of 
Crusaders.  
 
He also offers unique 
insight into the 
maturation of a militant 
Christianity that defined 
Europe's identity and 
that has forever 
influenced the cyclical 
antagonisms between the 
Christian and Muslim 
worlds. 
 



 
 
Drawing on all the most 
recent scholarship, and 
told with great verve 
and authority, God's War 
is the definitive account 
of a fascinating yet 
horrifying story that 
continues to haunt our 
contemporary world. 



 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS:  

 
go to Folio V 

and proceed your reading 
through to Folio X … 

 
http://schoolofthinking.org/the-ten-folios-of-the-school/ 

 


